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The design of this course is informed by the philosophy that learning a language must be enjoyable in order to
be effective. Memorizing long lists of vocabulary words and grammatical patterns is not the path to becoming a
competent English speaker. Language acquisition is a process that takes a lot of time, and in order to ensure
students continue to invest that time, it is necessary that they should not perceive the endeavour as an onerous
chore; otherwise even the most dedicated student will become frustrated over time. Students who find the
subject matter and process compelling are far more likely to continue investing the amount of time necessary to
achieve proficiency. Furthermore, language acquisition occurs most naturally and effortlessly when a student is
so interested in the subject matter that they forget they are getting input in a foreign language (Krashen, 2011,
2013).
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The first class begins with introductions. Each student will tell the class a little about themselves, such as
where they are from, what their major is, and why they are taking the TOEFL. After that the instructor
introduces the textbook, discusses study strategies and outlines the course.

In the following weeks, each class focuses on one particular style of question that is featured on the TOEFL
speaking test. There are six in total.

The first question deals with personal experience. On the exam, the student will see a prompt on their
screen. They will then have 15 seconds to prepare an answer, and 45 seconds to speak their answer into the
microphone. In class, students are divided into small groups where they take turns asking each other questions
which are provided by the instructor. They provide answers to each question. At the end of class, students
reconvene into a large group to share answers and give each other feedback. Follow up questions, suggestions,

and requests for clarification are always welcome.



https://eclass.nttu.edu.tw/media/428121/
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It is highly recommended that students keep a learning journal where they record what strategies they use
to improve their English outside of class time. This allows them to track what is useful, and what is not so
useful, and to record any questions they encounter that they can bring to class. Keeping the journal prompts
students to reflect on their learning. It allows them to take ownership of their own language acquisition process
and understand that they are responsible for their own learning outcomes.

In a standard class, students sit in rows facing the instructor. As a result, most conversations are directed at,
and fielded by, the instructor. This means the students can, at best, share 50 percent of the class time, while the
rest is monopolized by the instructor—the person in the class who is least in need of practicing his output. In
order to improve this dynamic, students in the TOEFL speaking class sit in a circle. This facilitates
communication between classmates. By allowing students to look one another in the face, rather than at the back
of their colleagues’ heads, it encourages students to engage one another in conversation. This is not a lecture
class, and students are expected to participate actively in class discussions. The role of the teacher is that of a
facilitator. Every class begins with a warm up, where each student will share an interesting experience they had
within the previous week. We then take up the homework, and students share any questions they recorded in
their learning journals over the previous week. These can be anything from what certain idioms mean, to
clarification on grammatical points. Sometimes students share resources they found that help them with their

language acquisition efforts.
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