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This course is designed to familiarize students with the major events happening around the world. Due
to the limit of time, the course can but draw a vague contour of the fast-changing world while simultaneously
awakening the students’ awareness as an engaging citizen on the planet. By doing so, it is expected that the
course can be capable of enabling students to acquire individual critical thinking ability against the
contemporary global world.

Course Plan

Week/Date Main Issue Class Reading

Material

Week 1 Media Literacy and Reader Responsibility

Two pieces of reading materials for the beginning
of the lecture. First, I adopted and rewrote Henrik Ibsen’s
Ghosts in the form of news release. After guiding the
students to read through the “news,” I informed the students
that I had deliberately missed out the “reporter’s name” and
instructed them to find the news source for me. Convinced
that the reading was indeed a piece of news, the students
tried with effort, yet fruitlessly, to search for the incident
with keywords such as “charity house on fire” or “BBC
unknown fire.” Surprisingly, none of the students tried the
combination of the names mentioned in the article.
Afterwards, I took the lead to show them that, with correct
combination of keywords, they will find out it is actually
nothing “new.” By doing so in the first lecture, I aimed to
emphasize that they should never passively accept any news
or knowledge which “seem” to be authentic. They should
always have doubts and actively verify the authenticity of

the piece of knowledge.

Week 2 Guard dog:

In each piece of news, there are often a number of details
being described, and sometimes not in a chronicle order.
Hence, people who are unfamiliar with the narrative logic
often fail to understand the whole story even if they check
all the words from the news. This week, the focus is on
realizing the correct sequence in the event. Hence, I picked a
piece of interesting news that, on the surface, even seems
like a short story. The students are required to write down
the main ideas of the news in two sentences. For the result,

see picture 1.




Also, from this week on, each student was requested to share
a piece of news that I asked them to prepare as homework.

For the news they shared, see picture 2.

Week 3

News on Human Rights and Gender Equality: Reading is
definitely not the only way to learn news. This week, I
showed the students an advertisement about a father
carefully outing his son with unconditional love. The video
was made by the potato chip enterprise Doritos and reported
by major news companies. For the students’ feedback, see
picture 3.

Students are required to take a vocabulary quiz on the

Internet. For their answers, see picture 4.

Week 4

This week, I tried to help students experience how to learn
English through different senses.

I divided the students into two groups and had each group
read a piece of news. Neither group has any clue of what the

other group is reading.

First, I had the students read the text alone before going on a
discussion about the piece of news with their group
members. During the discussion, I made sure they
understand the news fully and provide guidance when they
are faced with vocabulary that have multiple meanings in the

dictionary.

After both groups finish their discussion and have an agreed
version of their own “news release,” each of the members
have to pair up with members from another group.
Afterwards, they are asked to take turns to interpret their
news in English (I encouraged them not to use any Mandarin

unless is absolutely necessary)

When they finished sharing news with each other, I
instructed them to return to their own group and discuss the
news they had just heard. By piecing the story together, they
realized that, even though with the same text, the story they
heard may vary with some detail. Consequently, they could
only make the story complete by providing the detail they
had each heard and with fact checking with their group
members. Again, they are requested to write down an agreed

version of the news.




Towards the end of the lecture, I had each group share the
news they had heard from the other group. The other group

would then tell them how much of it is correct.

Week 5

This week, I took a similar teaching method and went one
step further.

In the previous week, the students were asked to paraphrase
the text in their own language, which means they basically
rewrote the story in their own words freely. I instructed each
of the groups to choose some words from the original text
and find their meaning with an English-English dictionary.
They were to ensure these words get included when they
shared the story with the other group.

Certainly, they are not allowed to translate the selected
words into Mandarin for the target listener. By doing so, I
aimed to force the students to be able to explain the meaning
of the words in English.

They were not allowed to show any written text to the
listener, either (I did not strictly forbid this in the previous

week).

Week 6

Since this is the final lecture, I’d love to make the students
able to interpret the news individually. Consequently, the
students take turns sharing their piece of news with the
whole class. After that, they are required to ask at least one
question concerning what they have just heard.

To sum up the class, I chose a piece of new about Taiwanese
fishing industry being blacklisted by the USA due to labor
abuse, unreasonable salary and even torture to foreign
workers. By doing so, I expected to inform the students that,
although we have been sharing some news about people’s
kindness, and we are all convinced that Taiwan is a civilized
country, evil still exists in our daily life and might be
perpetrated by the so-called “civilized people.”

I expected to make them more aware of the things that we
take for granted. After all, [ have been emphasizing the
importance of “critical thinking” to the students for the past

five weeks.
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Over the past six sessions, I had tried to lead students to “read” the society in a diversified, albeit not
comprehensive, perspective. In the sessions, I constantly urge students to “guess” the meaning of the words
they do not understand instead of looking them up immediately. Indeed, it is true that students often find it
hard to “imagine” the words’ connection with other words in the context without guidance in the very
beginning. However, in the course of the guessing, some students did begin to feel confident (if not
comfortable) reading the material without being interrupted by the unfamiliar words. Certainly, I told them it

is equally important to find the meaning of the vocabulary afterwards.
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News English
UPG

Live polls Audience Q&A Analytics £ Settings

For review Live Archive Q ®m =

U O %2 Mar, a32pm
The jewelry store in Thaiand has happened an interesting incident. The

man staged an armed robbery,but this guard dog ignored robber.

e  Anonymous
= & 0 © 22 Mar, 4:34pm

0 Participant mode

The guard dog,Lucky, Ignored robber robbery jewelry store in the
Thailand.The dog was sleeping on the floor.

Anonymeus
= £
= %0 © 22Mar,435m ° ©}

Questions for review There was an owner of a jewelry store in Thailand and he also had a
dog named Lucky. He planned to perform a security test.
You can review incoming questions
before they appear live " Anonymous
* %0 O 22Mar,435m

When the robber attacked this store, Lu cky didn't take any action. She

Upgrade was sleeping on the floor because she was pregnant

* Anonymous
el & 0 © 22 Mar, 4:37pm

In Thailand,an owner was in dangerous by a fake robbery with gun but
his dog had no any activity and still sleep on the floor.

s Anonymous
= %0 © 22Mar,437m

security .But robber carried a fake gun to store, lucky is ignoring .It's

a jewelry store Thailand .A dog name Lucky, For test a dog perform a
very hilarious

Picture 2.
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‘NEWSET?HSN‘JPG‘&DE > - Share ~ [ Present ~ @
Livepolls  Audience Q&A Analytics £ Settings
For review Live Archive Q =

o  Anonymous
- ) & 22 Mar,

A 6pm

Drunk driving

o  Anonymous
2 4 .

6pm

https://liff line.me/1454987169-1WAXAP3K/v2/article/Gjprk6?
utm_source=copyshare

0 Participant mode

Questions for review Taiwanese changed name to salmon for free sushi

You can review incoming questions
s o  Anonymous
before they appear live 2 0 © 22 Mar 3:17pm

https://liff line.me/1454987169-1WAXAP3K/v2/article/kzrkxM?
Upgrade utm_source=copyshare

o  Anonymous
- )

3:17pm
gun shooting in Atlanta
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2021/03/19/atlanta-
shooting-updates-biden-harri h

crime/4752589001/ (edited)

o Anonymous

2
) @ 3:18pm
https://www.ettoday.net/amp/amp_news.php7? @

news id=1942931&from=line et news#

Picture 3.

e in} & admin.sli.do V] h &
keynote BHHHE - Google Sear.  AHEMBEARE Keynotell.. W8 EE Mac MBMETR Key._ ; sH LR & Mac £y 2 +
NFWS\ s:.g-l‘iSthzpamnE ksm“?mw:hm share - | R @
Live polls Audience Q&A Analytics 3 Settings
For review Live Archive Q =

o Anomymous
2

1.hilarious2.viral3. iant 4. anine 6.signal 7.raider 8
Approach 9.veterinarian

0 Participant mode

o  Anonymous

I think the ad is about accept because the father know his son is gay
doesn't judge him. But tell his son “| love you®.

Questions for review w A
) @ 29 Mar, 4:55pm

I think the ad is about the best gift from family because Father is
understanding and accepted his son have a boyfriend.

Upgrade s Anonymous
2 il

n

I'think the ad is about respect because the ad told us to accept
everyone. (edited)

s Anonymous

Ithink the ad is about love Because Javier's father loves him he visit
online for advice to respect his son's coming out (edited)

Picture 4.
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Live polls Audience Q&A Analytics £ Settings
Live Archive Q =

Anonymous
People gathered in Taipei to StopAsianHate

Anonymous

0 Participant mode

In Myanmar As more than 100 protesters were killed
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-56547381

#

Questions for review 1.hilarious 2.viral 3.compliant 4.pregnant 5.canine 6.metaphorical
7.raider 8.approaching 9.veterinarian

AL

1. hilarious 2. viral 3, compliant 4. pregnant 5. canine 6. signal 7. raider
8. approach 9. veterinarian

o  Anonymous ° ~
L ®

1. hilarious 2. viral 3. compliant 4. pregnant 5. canine 6. signal 7. raider
8. approach 9. veterinarian

Upgrade

o  Anonymous
-

1.hilarious2.viral3.compliant 4.pregnant5.canine 6.signal 7.raider 8
Approach 9.veterinarian

Student Feedback:
How can we make this class better?

o BWHNEENENEMIEBAET @ RILPEEMIORIBNZIHE - ESKOEHENREZRIFERER

AEBEPIBERE - RESERE RS TUmEERR - ol DIEE#T X

o EMoLEEERFESERE MEMEALCRIRA ERERIEREHRE BEERENRML BEILUBLE

BXRE ARAREGEESECRERGFEMNTHAIE LR

o LCRSJRXGRE  BECHRKFULHESZHENRE - FHAORENEEN - WREEHEERENX

MEL  EREBEXENENBRT  BAZEZERXEEAECHNIE - AEXANE DT AMEE

ZIETE ? BB MEERRAENNFRHED DUER—EOESZ R LABENHE - oItHTENESS

- SEE NN AENEFNESOAEAR —EHEE - KA -

o BARLIERHBES - ARBHELRE - RyBEADANRIEZI  RE—ERBER TTU LR - BE

/)

77 EE R - SRHBBF/RE | IR RIS REEREX - HEXBEAFRIAK

A BEIRK -

o BRE/NBRABKEEN
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¢ | thinks this class ,read about recently news is help improve my English better than before.
Teacher puts students speak English .This isgood teaching method.

<[>N D & admin.sli.do [¢] th i &

News English 20210510

Poll results X

H ake this class better?
[ Howcan we make this class better? ow.can e make e clawy

RHRBEXEMBLLLRRET - AlPMARREAS FHMM « B5KD MM
WEFRRIINAH QO IEEE - RRGERELRSUNTRN  SIUaNE
Tk

EMF] L ESERZRE MEREALLRRT LR RERERE RSERANR
TP 28E ACRERFEMBLTBM LR

LEBHRNRE . EACAMSURMNNE 2R EROORENTIEM  t
FRETERMERXAM L - ERAXENENERA  BETAERERXEETHEN
ELREE) FHERTRIEN ? WISTILEMBRA N RFT LU R
—ESERR IR BB - SRR X E R BIL - LR AR AT RNE
TR EMAR LR - 7T -

BRERLAERRBEI  FRRMEME - BTARSEREIMIZS - Bia—RRTR
BTTUESR - AE T ZREMESE LORK - EREREGRE | EAF ARG
FRBAANZEN - BIZASTIRM A FH AR - MBIRA -

RSN
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Mews English 20210510

Share ~ = Present = @

Live polls Audience Q&A Analytics £ Settings
For review Live Archive Q @ =
@
B W Wiliam
,E & 0 © 10 May, 3:30pm
LS-, Street violence in the UK. How do the teenagers help those in need (stab
£ victims)?
5
o
o william

& 0 © 10 May, 3:34pm

Where is Morocco?

) Anonymous

. . * %0 o 10May, 3.48pm

Questions for review :
Rome Colosseum archaeologists

You can review incoming questions

before they appear live x EEB
& 0 @ 10 May, 4:02pm
Upgrade https:/fedition.cnn.com/2021/05/09/asia/afghanistan-girls-school-

attack-intl-hnk/index_html

. Anonymous
= &0 O 10May,402pm

FEE Hwww.bbe

WEE
B #0 © 10 May, 4:02pm
https:/fedition.cnn.com/2021/05/07/sport/liz-cambage-australian-

olympic-committee-spt-intl/index. html . @
Anonvmous
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10 2021  UPGRADE

Live polls Audience Q&A Analytics £ Settings

For review Live Archive Q

Anonymous

https://www.taiwannews.com.tw/en/news/4199143 by 38 L

0 @ 10 May, 4:02pm

0 Participant mode

https://bbc.in/2POBCpa

w R ‘ o ° 1)

https:/fwww.bbc.com/news/world-africa-57007741

Questions for review
. Anonymous
2 il

coming questions

4:04pm

before they appear live T2 https:/www.taiwannews.com.tw/en/news/4199420

Upgrade william

0 May, 4:49p
https://www.taiwannews.com.tw/en/news/4093552
Wi

L]

) M

I thinks this class ,read about recently news is help improve my English
better than before. Teacher puts students speak English .This isgood
teaching method
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